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SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Campaign Kickoff Event
Lodioog

In true Hollywood “dream factory” style, alumni
and friends attending the West Coast celebra-
tion of The Campaign for Syracuse University on
February 17 had a chance to once again walk
the Quad—»but without ever leaving L.A. For one
night, the Globe Theatre at Universal Studios
was transformed into a replica of Syracuse
University, complete with a scale reproduction of
Hendricks Chapel—constructed from the build-
ing's original 1920 blueprints—and a 180-degree
panoramic photo of the Quad. To make the illu-
sion even more realistic, given the date, there
was snow: artificial, of course, but effective.
Welcomed by emcee Rob Light '78, chief music
agent and managing partner of Creative Artists
Agency Inc., and campaign co-chair Howie
Phanstiel '70, G'71, the more than 300 attendees
were brought up to date on the most ambitious
fund-raising campaign in the University's history.
“This is an incredible time for Syracuse
University,” Phanstiel said. “I know | speak
for our campaign co-chairs Melanie Gray and
Deryck Palmer when 1 tell you that we could
not be more enthused—and confident—about
our future direction. Our strengths align with
the pressing issues of society and we are
better positioned than ever before to transform
lives—and the world—in positive and mean-
ingful ways.”

Syracuse University has marked many
historic milestones. To commemorate
these events and to celebrate the

University’s notable alumni, timelines
such as this, have been compiled.
They are a proud reminder of the
achievements and firsts in the life

of Syracuse University.

Throughout the evening, video vignettes
illustrated many of the University's programs
and initiatives, including SU's collaboration
with JPMorgan Chase and the Haudenosaunee
Promise, a scholarship program for Native
American students.

“Tonight we celebrate the creative spirit of
Syracuse that forged the soaring moments of
our past and drives the momentum of today,”
Chancellor Nancy Cantor said. “I'm proud to tell
you that we are extending our programs even
further. We will build a full academic presence
here in L.A., just as we have already done so
successfully in New York. From intensive pro-

Continued on page 2

Peter Falk graduates; he is best
known for his title role in the
TV series Columbo.
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Ground is broken for the

Leroy Hamilton

Carmelo K. Anthony Basketball Center.
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L.A. Campaign Kick-off...

Continued from cover

grams to full-semester experiences, L.A.
will become SU west.”

The evening’s entertainment included
a sneak preview of the trailer for The
Express, a Universal Studios film about
Heisman Trophy winner Ernie Davis '62,
scenes of which were shot on location
at SU last summer. The film is scheduled
for release this fall.
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A highlight of the event was
Phanstiel’'s announcement of total cam-
paign commitments to date. “At the
campaign kick-off in November, The
Campaign for Syracuse University had
already surpassed the half-way mark to
its $1 billion goal by raising more than
$509 million,” he said. “The momentum
continued as we closed 2007 and began

the new year. It is with great pride and
gratitude to our remarkable supporters
that I'm here tonight to announce that
campaign commitments now total more
than $538 million.”

To learn more about The Campaign for
Syracuse University, visit giving.syr.edu.
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A brunch and lecture by Radke,
followed by a viewing of the exhi-
bition, was held January 27 and
sponsored by SU’s Office of Alumni
Relations. Nearly 300 alumni from
the Seattle and Portland, Oregon,
metropolitan areas attended.

One of the most celebrated
works of the Italian Renaissance,
the Gates of Paradise were created
by Ghiberti in the mid-15th cen-
tury and installed in the eastern

I 0
I I
I 0 0
B A

entryway of the Baptistery in
Florence. Michelangelo named the
work the Gates of Paradise, and
the 20-foot, gilded bronze doors
are renowned for their portrayal of
scenes from the Old Testament.
The exhibition, which included
three panels from the left door,
showcased Ghiberti's creation of
the doors, explored new findings
made during their 25-year restora-
tion, and presented ground-break-

SU Engineering
Alumni Network
at Microsoft
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Alexis Ostrander

ing laser-based techniques devel-
oped to restore these works.

Seattle was the final location
in the exhibition’s four-city U.S.
tour, which included the High
Museum of Art in Atlanta, The
Art Institute of Chicago, and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York City.

The tour marked the first time
the panels had travel outside of
Florence. They were returned to
Florence, re-assembled with their
original framework, and placed
in a sealed case at the Museo
dell'Opera del Duomo.

Fourteen fortunate SU students had the opportunity to see the inner workings of the entertainment
industry as participants in the third annual Sorkin Week, an immersion practicum funded by Aaron
Sorkin 83. The students twelve from the drama department and two Im majors met with Sorkin
and more than 20 other entertainment notables with SU connections, including actor Taye Diggs 93
(pictured above, center) and producer/director Mark Tinker 73 (right). Student Jason Mesches 08

is at left. In addition to viewing a voice-over session and attending a commercial casting call, the
students took in a one-woman show featuring Joan Rivers and were treated to a conversation with the

cast of Wicked after seeing the play.



Alexis Ostrander

Newhouse Students
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wenty-nine students from the S.1. Newhouse

School of Public Communications master’s degree
program in television-radio-film spent a week
in January gaining first-hand knowledge of the
nation’s television and film industry.

During the Los Angeles Industry Seminar held
January 7-11, students met one-on-one with SU
alumni in the entertainment industry. They also
toured studios, attended a performance at the
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Groundlings Theater, and met with members of
the TV Academy. Students also attended a writers
panel, met with a creative panel at Sony Studios
(and enjoyed lunch on the studio lot), and saw a
taping of the CBS sitcom According to Jim.

“This was an incredible week for Syracuse and
for our graduate students from Newhouse,” said
Joan Adler G'76, SU's senior director of Los Angeles
programs. “We are fortunate to have so many suc-
cessful Syracuse alumni living in Los Angeles and
working in the entertainment business who are so
giving of their time to help our students. The stu-
dents had an amazing experience and those who
want to move to Los Angeles after graduation will
have a better opportunity to make it in the enter-

tainment industry.”

SU alumni who led the seminar included
Larry Barron '87, John Campisi '90, Jack Dytman '71,
Eric German '92, Marc Hirshfeld '78, Steve Kram '78,
Chris McGurk '78, Fred Muir '75, and Gregg

Taylor '90. The writers’ panel included Mike

Benson '90, John Beck '95, Eric Bress '92, and
Ron Hart '92. The creative panel included Jason
Blumenthal '90, Andrew Gumpert ‘89, Adam Mazer '89;
Glenn Rigberg '88, and Lee Stollmann '88.
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Steve Sartori

Susan Filkins
Joins SU West Staff

4

A

yracuse University has named Susan

Filkins '08 as a director of regional
development, focusing on the San
Francisco Bay area and extending to
Portland, Oregon; Seattle, Washington;
and other western states. Her office will
be located temporarily on campus, but
she will eventually relocate permanently
to the San Francisco area.

“It is an ideal time to connect and
reconnect with more than 7,000 SU
alumni in the Bay Area and Pacific
Northwest,” Filkins said. “We are eager
to engage with our alumni and to the
University through Scholarship in Action
initiatives, and | have the privilege to
assist our alumni through the process.”

Filkins previously served as coordina-
tor of alumni programs in SU's Center
for Career Services. In that position, she
created the career mentoring program,
recruiting more than 1,500 alumni to
serve as mentors for students and new
graduates. A California native, Filkins
will graduate in May from the College
of Arts and Sciences with a bachelor’s
degree in psychology and art.

IN OTHER NEWS...
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HOMECOMING+REUNION
SEPTEMBER 18-21, 2008
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

With a full schedule of educational, cultural, and athletic events,
Homecoming + Reunion is the perfect formula for fall fun!

For details, visit homecoming.syr.edu. Questions? Call 800-SUALUMS.
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MURIEL HORACEK '45, a volunteer field representative for the
EarthWatch Institute, will present two slide show/discussions at
the Museum of Natural History of Los Angeles County on June

21. Her daughter, SUSAN GARNIC '76, has established a diabe-
tes education program in Great Falls, Montana. Garnic's daughter,
KIMBERLY PIERONI '04, a nurse in Denver, Colorado, is expecting
her second child in May.

DREW BUTLER '92 co-starred on the ABC drama Boston Legal.
Portraying Officer Turley, he had a scene with the show’s stars,
William Shatner and James Spader.

DEBRA WEINFELD '94 edited her first feature film, Never Back
Down, which premiered March 14.

Send your newsworthy information to SUinLA@syr.edu, and visit
our web site at suinla.syr.edu.
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